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		Links for the week of December 9th, 2010
	

	
		If you want to follow my shared links in real time instead of as a weekly digest, head over to Delicious.  You can search them there easily too.

 Continue reading Links for the week of December 9th, 2010

	


	
	
		Posted on December 11, 2010Categories linkstreamTags architecture, cars, china, climate, coal, design, economics, energy, gm, government, history, india, internet, journalism, law, media, newspapers, nytimes, passivhaus, policy, politics, search, streetcars, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, technology, transparency, transportation, usa, wikileaksLeave a comment on Links for the week of December 9th, 2010			




	
	
		Links for the week of June 17th, 2010
	

	
		If you want to follow my shared links in real time instead of as a weekly digest, head over to Delicious.  You can search them there easily too.

 Continue reading Links for the week of June 17th, 2010

	


	
	
		Posted on June 20, 2010Categories linkstreamTags architecture, bicycle, boulder, bush, cars, climate, clinton, colorado, design, energy, ford, gardening, government, greenhouse, jonstewart, maps, nixon, obama, oil, president, reagan, recycling, satire, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, transportation, waste, xcelLeave a comment on Links for the week of June 17th, 2010			




	
	
		Links for the week of June 4th, 2010
	

	
		If you want to follow my shared links in real time instead of as a weekly digest, head over to Delicious.  You can search them there easily too.

 Continue reading Links for the week of June 4th, 2010

	


	
	
		Posted on June 6, 2010Categories linkstreamTags activism, africa, architecture, art, bicycle, biology, biotech, books, boulder, bp, business, caltech, capitalism, cities, colorado, computational, cu, culture, delta, documentary, drugs, eaglerock, electricity, environment, film, folk, glasses, government, iran, jobs, journalism, kickstarter, law, local, losangeles, marijuana, media, niger, nigeria, non-linear, nonprofit, oil, policy, politics, pollution, posters, research, review, satire, science, sharing, shell, shopping, society, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, technology, tools, vonnegut, waste, wind, yesmenLeave a comment on Links for the week of June 4th, 2010			




	
	
		Links for the week of March 4th, 2010
	

	
		If you want to follow my shared links in real time instead of as a weekly digest, head over to Delicious.  You can search them there easily too.

 Continue reading Links for the week of March 4th, 2010

	


	
	
		Posted on March 8, 2010Categories linkstreamTags afghanistan, biology, cities, earthship, ethics, evolution, genetics, genome, grand, internet, investing, jury, law, money, neanderthal, planning, propaganda, sandiego, science, society, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, technology, urban, waterLeave a comment on Links for the week of March 4th, 2010			




	
	
		Links for the week of October 15th, 2009
	

	
		If you want to follow my shared links in real time instead of as a weekly digest, head over to Delicious.  You can search them there easily too.

 Continue reading Links for the week of October 15th, 2009

	


	
	
		Posted on October 18, 2009Categories linkstreamTags amorylovins, architecture, bicycle, buildings, cervix, china, chinese, cities, climate, coal, copenhagen, denmark, design, economics, education, electricity, energy, environment, finance, foss4g, gis, gnu, government, kingsnorth, language, maps, menstruation, nuclear, osx, photos, planning, policy, politics, pregnancy, reference, rmi, school, sex, software, soleri, stewartbrand, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, teaching, technology, tools, transparency, transportation, tutoring, uk, urban, water, women, writing, 中文Leave a comment on Links for the week of October 15th, 2009			




	
	
		Shared Links for Jun 26th – Jul 7th
	

	
		You can also search or subscribe to my linkstream over at Delicious.

	Christian high school discussion of climate change – Kurt Klein's AP Environmental Science class is reading Richard B. Alley's Two Mile Time Machine, about paleoclimate, ice cores, and abrupt climate change events. (tagged: climate  ice  science  greenland  education  religion  )
	Prefabricated Passive Houses in the USA – Bau Technologies is attempting to bring pre-fabricated (or rather off-site constructed) passive houses to the US.  Looks awesome. (tagged: architecture  sustainability  energy  efficiency  passivhaus  design  )
	Yogurt making tips – Detailed instructions on how to make yogurt, and also a source for equipment and cultures. (tagged: food  yogurt  homemade  cooking  recipe  )
	Climate Wars – A Canadian radio show exploring some of the climate change scenarios which have been studied by the US Dept. of Defense in a personal, "War of the Worlds" kind of way.  Be forewarned, this is apocalypse porn, and probably not productive unless you need to get yourself riled up. (tagged: politics  climate  sustainability  future  war  )
	Our Passive House — the first passive house in Utah. – A Utah couple chronicles the design and construction of their passive house, with blog posts and photos.  Great to see these things going up on this side of the Atlantic finally! (tagged: passivhaus  sustainability  design  architecture  buildings  )
	Will Allen: Street Farmer – A long profile of Will Allen and his intensive urban farming project in Milwaukee: "Growing Power".  Aquaponics and vermicomposting of donated food wastes.  This is realistic urban farming at a moderate scale. (tagged: sustainability  urban  food  agriculture  compost  )
	Gini coefficient | Wikipedia – A wonderfully simple and general mathematical measure of the non-uniformity of a distribution, mostly used in economics, but applicable elsewhere just as well. (tagged: economics  math  wikipedia  research  science  finance  )
	Here comes the data: OECD Factbook eXplorer – There are terabytes of interesting data out there that nobody can actually understand, because we don't have good interfaces for playing with it, and poking around.  This is the OECD's attempt to offer a window into its own demographic treasure trove.  Obviously inspired by the gapminder, from Google and Hans Rosling. (tagged: data  maps  statistics  visualization  demographics  oecd  economics  )
	The Choice of Cities – I'm not convinced we really know why the humans are coming to the cities.  Whether it's a pull, or a push.  How the migrants feel about their lot.  Is it, globally, the same as the push we had in this country a hundred years ago?  Or was it a pull?  What happened when the frontier closed, when all the land was spoken for, and the factories and mines and mills were opened for business.
And what will cities look like once everyone has arrived?  If we actually reach that day, when the countryside is emptied, and the flow staunched, then how will cities develop going forward?  What will their margins look like?  Will the slums filled with newcomers vanish?  What will they be replaced with? (tagged: technologie  urban  design  economics  history  technology  poverty  )

	Bike Among the Ruins – Detroit is half abandoned.  The houses are almost free.  The streets are empty and the people are poor.  It's also flat.  Could a cyclone of bicycles wipe clean the slate, even within the sight of our beloved, bankrupted, and now employee owned husk of an industrial titan… GM? (tagged: bicycle  transportation  urban  design  economy  )
	Behind the Veil by Eve Arnold – A series of photographs of women, from Afghanistan and the middle east from 1969.  Very different from our "Summer of Love"… (tagged: photos  islam  afghanistan  women  )
	The Revolution Will Not Be Digitized – Iran is one of the first places we get to see old school blood in the streets mixed with the new age of instantaneous, ubiquitous communication.  We've tended to focus on the positive aspects, while briefly forgetting the potential powers of an electronic police state, which is to some degree what Iran has built.  No massive army of eavesdroppers and informants is needed in such a regime.  A few deep packet inspection boxes from Siemens sitting on the fiber backbone, and a few on the microwave towers from Nokia.  Technology is largely neutral. (tagged: technology  politics  internet  privacy  government  twitter  web2.0  iran  )
	55 km to Amsterdam – A day of inter-city transportation by bicycle in the Netherlands.  Can it really be that idyllic? (tagged: bicycle  transportation  netherlands  infrastructure  )
	1993 Y Hike Pictures – Wow, pictures of myself from 1993 on the Y Hike.  I still remember just about everyone in that group.  I look so… young! (tagged: caltech  yhike  backpacking  wilderness  sierras  )
	Traitor Joe's | Greenpeace – Trader Joe's doesn't make any effort to source sustainably caught fish.  Unfortunately, with 70-80% of global commercial fisheries in collapse, it's virtually impossible to sell (or buy) most tasty fish species ethically. (tagged: sustainability  fish  traderjoes  ocean  food  )
	Organic Farms as Subdivision Amenities – Housing developments that incorporate small organic farms, CSAs even, instead of the usual golf-course crap.  How would one adapt this for denser living I wonder? (tagged: design  agriculture  urban  csa  food  architecture  )
	Enphase Energy System Monitoring – Another real-time and historical solar power monitoring system.  This one is installed on the roof of one of the Boulder Housing Coalition Co-ops in Boulder.  Pretty awesome!  Smart grid indeed. (tagged: solar  energy  technology  transparency  electricity  )
	Caltech Building Dashboard – A near real time view of the power being generated by Caltech's 200 kW PV installation on the Holliston parking structure.  Also shows historical data and weather information.  Pretty cool.  Would be great to just have the raw datastream available via an API too… and be able to see all the Caltech's per-building consumption too. (tagged: energy  solar  caltech  pasadena  technology  transparency  data  internet  )
	How To Destroy Half the Planet for the Low, Low Price of 5% of Global GDP – Never mind the possibility of unforseen climatic consequences.  Even if the pessimistic IPCC scenarios are right, and even if they "only" reduce global GDP by 5% over the next 100 years, that purely economic metric is not sufficient, because it turns out you can wipe 2.5 billion people and their nations off the face of the Earth, mainly in the tropics, and only reduce global GDP by 5%.  Cold comfort, that. (tagged: climate  economics  gdp  )
	Walter Mebane's statistical analysis of Iran's election results – Walter Mebane at UW Madison has done several statistical analyses of the Iranian election results, and finds significant irregularities in the Ahmedinejad results. (tagged: election  iran  statistics  democracy  fraud  system:filetype:pdf  system:media:document  )
	Carbon Cap and Trade Debate – Ralph Cavanagh (legislative council for NRDC) and Jim Lazar, an economist, debate the merits of Cap and Trade, for an hour and a half.  Looks interesting, but don't have time to watch it at the moment (tagged: video  towatch  climate  policy  economics  )
	Property Assessed Clean Energy Bonds – PACE bonds are a way of overcoming the capital intensivity of many energy efficiency retrofits which make sense in the mid to long-term, but not on the typical short term investors time horizon.  They also allow homeowners who may move before their investment in efficiency has paid for itself to pass on the obligation to future owners, instead of losing the investment.  They also shift the costs of doing energy efficiency from capital expenses to debt servicing, which is advantageous in many jurisdictions for tax purposes.  Berkeley, CA and Boulder, CO pioneered them for municipalities, but they can also work in a commercial context. (tagged: energy  efficiency  sustainability  finance  green  debt  investing  bonds  )
	It’s Now Legal to Catch a Raindrop in Colorado – Colorado has taken its first tentative steps down the road to legalizing… rainwater harvesting.  I hope they go all the way.  I'd hate to have to end up breaking yet another immoral law. (tagged: environment  colorado  water  law  sustainability  rain  green  architecture  design  )
	Welcome to Tällberg – A "conference" analogous to the WEF in Davos, but held in Sweden, in the woods, and with sustainability as the given goal, instead of economic growth.  Would be an interesting stop on the Green Cities Bike Tour. (tagged: green  economics  technology  politics  policy  design  conference  )
	Power Struggle – A commentary on Steven Chu's position that we need major basic scientific and technological breakthroughs to successfully tackle our energy problems in the context of global warming.  The hope is that in the short term, the vast array of incremental changes we have available is enough to get us started, and that by mid-century, the major breakthroughs will have been forthcoming.  Ah, non-linear dynamics. (tagged: technology  science  energy  climate  non-linear  sustainability  policy  )
	The Great American Bubble Machine – An article from Rolling Stone, by Matt Taibbi, on the endless bubble building shenanigans that Goldman Sachs has engaged in over the years, and their supposed current machinations to engineer a bubble in the as-of-yet uncreated market for greenhouse gas emissions.  Markets, I like.  Markets run by some Great American Gangster Kingpin, not so much.  Especially not this particular market.  Remember: Nature doesn't do bailouts. (tagged: economics  finance  goldmansachs  capitalism  climate  bailout  )
	The Economics of Ideas – An article about Paul Romer by Kevin Kelly, musing on the problems and benefits of having an economy which is primarily driven by informational goods. (tagged: economics  technology  non-linear  )
	Paul Romer: A Theory of History, with an Application – Paul Romer talks about two different kinds of informational goods: "technology" and "rules".  The former being knowledge about how to re-arrange the material world to increase its value to humans, and the latter being constraints on the ways we interact with each other.  His "new/endogenous growth" theory suggests that overwhelmingly, wealth creation throughout history has been due to these two kinds of goods, and that they are virtually infinite resources.  What he does not explicitly admit in the talk though, is that much of our increased apparent wealth has come at the cost of virtual liquidation of material resources.  Truly sustainable growth absolutely must close the materials loop somehow.  Better sooner than later.  The rest of his idea is wonderful: we need a system which enables rule set entrepreneurs, or we aren't going to get sufficient innovation in the field.  He suggests myriad autonomous city states, and I agree emphatically. (tagged: economics  urban  society  non-linear  politics  longnow  )
	The Swimming Cities of Serenissima – Improvised and chaotic houseboats built from found bits, floating down the Mississippi (2006-2007), or the Hudson (2008), or sailing the Adriatic from Slovenia to Venice (2009).  Like a tiny maritime Burning Man.  Only a couple of boats today… What if it were an armada? (tagged: art  boat  performance  sailing  )


	


	
	
		Posted on July 10, 2009Categories linkstreamTags afghanistan, agriculture, architecture, art, backpacking, bailout, bicycle, boat, bonds, caltech, capitalism, cities, climate, colorado, compost, conference, cooking, csa, data, debt, democracy, demographics, design, economics, economy, education, efficiency, election, electricity, energy, environment, finance, fish, food, fraud, future, gdp, goldmansachs, government, green, greenland, history, homemade, ice, infrastructure, internet, investing, iran, islam, law, longnow, maps, math, netherlands, non-linear, ocean, oecd, pasadena, passivhaus, performance, photos, policy, politics, poverty, privacy, rain, recipe, religion, research, sailing, science, sierras, society, solar, statistics, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, technologie, technology, towatch, traderjoes, transparency, transportation, twitter, video, visualization, war, water, web2.0, wikipedia, wilderness, women, yhike, yogurtLeave a comment on Shared Links for Jun 26th – Jul 7th			




	
	
		Shared Links for May 26th
	

	
			The Story of Stuff – A 20 minute video on where "stuff" comes from, and where it goes, and a little bit on why, and how we might do it differently.  Yeah, it's sustainability propaganda, but sometimes that's okay. (tagged: sustainability  green  economics  politics  energy  environment  recycling  design  )
	Russia makes major shift in climate policy – I will be amazed if Russia actually shifts its climate policy in any functional way.  I suspect they feel free to make this politically advantageous statement because there doesn't appear to be any real threat of the world doing anything substantive about climate change, so why not get on the hypocrisy bandwagon and avoid any unnecessary conflict over it?  Perhaps more than any other nation, Russia stands to benefit from climate change: gas and oil sales, and a massive unusable northern seaboard, as well as huge oil and gas reserves on its northern continental shelf, increased agricultural productivity, less harsh winters, no serious domestic population or water pressures, etc.  This is normal Russian politics. (tagged: russia  climate  economics  politics  )
	Short version of the CEPHEUS final report – A Europe-wide study of passive houses and the passivhaus standard developed in Germany, for possible use as an EU-wide energy efficiency building standard. (tagged: architecture  sustainability  green  energy  europe  policy  passivhaus  design  system:filetype:pdf  system:media:document  )
	Automobile Dependency and Economic Development – A study on the economic costs and benefits of automobile dependency, showing that up to a certain point cars can have economic benefits, but that encouraging dependence on them to a greater degree than that actually ends up being worse economically. (tagged: transportation  cars  economics  urban  design  science  policy  sustainability  system:filetype:pdf  system:media:document  )
	Growing Power – A two acre farm in Milwaukee growing food for 2000 people in greenhouses and hoop houses year round, heated by decomposing compost, with fish producing fertile waters for the plants, and worms breaking down the incoming nutrient stream: 80,000 lbs of food scraps every week from restaurants and institutional kitchens. (tagged: sustainability  urban  food  agriculture  garden  )


	


	
	
		Posted on May 26, 2009Categories linkstreamTags agriculture, architecture, cars, cities, climate, design, economics, energy, environment, europe, food, garden, green, passivhaus, policy, politics, recycling, russia, science, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, transportationLeave a comment on Shared Links for May 26th			




	
	
		Shared Links for May 24th
	

	
			Math and the City – The same scaling laws seem to apply to both cities and organisms: infrastructure requirements per capita (or per unit body mass) go down as population (size) go up.  Not so surprising, since both cities and bodies are connected to themselves by networks of wires (neurons) and tubes (pipes, transportation, blood vessels) (tagged: urban  design  economics  sustainability  transportation  infrastructure  biology  )
	Sustainable Transport that Works: Lessons from Germany – A 60 page report on how Germany has transformed its urban transportation systems over the Post-War period, moving toward more public transit and bicycle infrastructure, the costs, benefits, effects, etc.  What has worked, and what hasn't. (tagged: bicycle  transportation  policy  urban  design  system:filetype:pdf  system:media:document  )
	NASA Gets Out of Satellite Servicing Business – And good riddance.  Yes, the capability was amazing, but expensive and unnecessary.  For the price of *each* Hubble servicing missions, we could have launched an entirely new Hubble-class telescope on a rocket.  The shuttle is a solution in search of a problem.  Someday we'll have a real reason to send people into space — e.g. long term scientific exploration of Mars, or if we're lucky, the beginnings of a two-world civilization — but until then, we're just going around in circles, and forking over hundreds of billions unnecessarily to the aerospace industry.  Better them than the banks… but that's really no argument to stand on. (tagged: space  nasa  politics  policy  )
	Buying farmland abroad: Outsourcing's third wave – I don't know how anybody can think this is going to work long term.  The whole point is to have food when there's a crisis, but in case of crisis, these deals are going to go down hard, unless those on the receiving end are willing to deploy their militaries on foreign soil to protect their investment.  Which isn't impossible, but certainly doesn't seem like a great deal for anyone. (tagged: agriculture  food  china  africa  sustainability  economics  trade  )
	Crack Gardens – No, not gardens in which you grow crack, gardens growing out of cracks.  A little creative jack-hammering opened up some fissures in this concrete slab, out of which a garden now grows.  An homage to the tenacious plants that will take our cities apart when we leave. (tagged: gardening  urban  design  art  )


	


	
	
		Posted on May 24, 2009Categories linkstreamTags africa, agriculture, art, bicycle, biology, china, cities, design, economics, food, gardening, infrastructure, nasa, policy, politics, space, sustainability, system:filetype:pdf, system:media:document, trade, transportationLeave a comment on Shared Links for May 24th			
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